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OBJECTIVES
Read these objectives. The objectives tell you what you will be able to do when you have

successfully completed this LIFEPAC®.

When you have finished this LIFEPAC, you should be able to:

1. Define the responsibilities of the state government to each individual in the state.
2. Identify variations among state constitutions, which follow the pattern of the national

constitution.
3. Explain why people who are given more rights must also accept more responsibilities.
4. Tell how each county and township is directly responsible to its state.
5. Outline the duties of county and township officials.
6. Identify the variety of forms and powers of county and township government.
7. Outline the functions of city governments.
8. Identify the types of city governments and problems they have created.
9. Describe changes taking place today in the cities.

Survey the LIFEPAC. Ask yourself some questions about this study. Write your questions
here.

______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________

Most of us live under four distinct levels of
government: city, county, state, and national.
We hear more about our national government
although for most of us it is the farthest away.
Our national government directly and indirectly
affects all of our lives with the laws it passes
and the money it spends on programs that are
designed to help us.

We are more closely associated with our
state and local governments. The federal
government reserved some rights to the states
that affect each of our lives. One of these
rights is education. States have the right to
determine appropriation of eduction to the
public. It has the responsibility to provide a free

and public education to all of its children. The
state is also responsible for the protection,
welfare, transportation, and safety of its
citizens. Many of these rights and
responsibilities are written into our state
constitutions. When we read our state
constitutions, we discover the responsibility of
our state government.

We shall look at the duties of county and
township government as well as the variety of
forms and powers. We shall also examine our
city governments: their functions, types of
government, and problems, as well as how
these governments are changing to meet the
needs of our changing cities.
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SECTION OBJECTIVES

Review these objectives. When you have completed this section, you should be able to:

1. Define the responsibilities of the state government to each individual in the state.
2. Identify variations among state constitutions, which follow the pattern of the national

constitution.
3. Explain why people who are given more rights must also accept more responsibilities.

VOCABULARY

Study these words to enhance your learning success in this section.
astronomical (as’ tru nom’ u kul). Enormous, very great.
comptroller (kun tro-’ lur). Person employed to look after expenditures and accounts.
concurrent (kun ke

.
r’ unt). Happening at the same time.

constituent (kun stich’ u unt). The voters in a district.
executive (eg zek’ yu tiv). Person who carries out or manages affairs.
exercise (ek’ sur si-z). To make active use of.
exofficio (eks u fish’ e- o-). Because of one’s office.
extradition (eks’ tru dish’ un). Surrender of a fugitive or prisoner by one state, nation, or

authority to another.
felony (fel’ u ne-). Crime more serious than a misdemeanor.
government (guv’ urn munt). The ruling of a country, state, or district.
judicial (ju dish’ ul). Having to do with courts or the administration of justice.
legislative (lej is la-’ tiv). Having to do with making laws.
magistrate (maj’ u stra-t). A government official who has power to apply the law and put it in

force.
misdemeanor (mis’ di me-’ nur). A breaking of the law such as disturbing the peace or

breaking a traffic law.
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I. STATE GOVERNMENT IN A DEMOCRACY

As a citizen of the United States, your state,
and your local community, you not only have a
privilege but also a responsibility to fill the
obligations set forth in the Constitution of the
United States. You have the right to express
your thoughts and desires through free
elections by secret ballot. As a citizen you
should know what your state and local
governments can do for you, what your tax
dollar will do for you in the areas of education
(schools), transportation (modern highways),
protection (police and fire), mail delivery, and
similar services.

As a future voter you should fulfill your
responsibility to pick the proper individuals to
be your leaders and representatives in state,
county, city, or township governments. As a
citizen you should become a concerned, well-
informed voter so that you can intelligently pick
the proper leadership for your government.

In the following pages you will have the
opportunity to see how these governments
function and their importance to your life.
Remember, our Constitution says that we are a
“government of the people, by the people, and
for the people.”



Most of the continents in the world are
made up of individual countries. The United
States, in its early stages began to develop its
states in a manner similar to Europe; however,
independent states eventually developed rather
than independent countries. Think of the
problems that would exist had each state
maintained and developed its independence to
the point that no unity would exist among the
states, as in the countries of Europe. If you
were traveling from Arizona to New Mexico and
arrived at the border, you would have to have a
passport in order to enter the next state. Your

money would be different, your language
would be different, and you would encounter
various customs as well as many other
problems.

Our founding fathers saw the need for a
united nation of states. In the U.S. Constitution,
there is a division of powers between the
national and the state governments. In Article
IV, Section 4, each state has the right to set its
own constitution, providing it doesn’t conflict
with the U.S. Constitution. Each state manages
its internal affairs and the central government
manages interstate affairs.
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municipal (myü nis’ u pul). Having to do with the affairs of a city or town.
veto (ve- to). The right of the president or governor to reject bills passed by a lawmaking body.

Note: All vocabulary words in this LIFEPAC appear in boldface print the first time they are
used. If you are unsure of the meaning when you are reading, study the definitions given.

Pronunciation Key: hat, a-ge, cãre, fär; let, e- qual, te
.
rm; it, i

-
ce; hot, o-pen, ôrder; oil; out;

cup, pu. t, rüle; child; long; thin; /T-H/ for then; /zh/ for measure; /u/ represents /a/ in about,
/e/ in taken, /i/ in pencil, /o/ in lemon, and /u/ in circus.

POWERS OF STATE GOVERNMENT
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A state is defined as a group of people
occupying a definite territory, organized under
one government, and not subject to controls by
the outside. This definition would seem to fit
nations that are independent rather than the
states as we know them. Our fifty states are
part of the national (federal) government. This
relationship occurs because they share their
powers with each other. The Declaration of
Independence first used the term “united
states” when it used the following words. “We,
therefore, the representatives of the United
States of America declare that these United
colonies are, and of the right ought to be, free
and independent states.”

Early beginning. In their early beginnings,
each of the original thirteen states (colonies)
under the Articles of Confederation was able to
issue its own money, to establish its own army,
and to regulate trade crossing its borders. At
times a state would treat the neighboring states
as if they were foreign nations. One could
conclude from this fact that America would
develop thirteen weak nations. Fortunately, our
founding fathers had the foresight to see our
need for change. At the Constitutional
Convention in 1787, they worked hard to
establish a more workable form of government
for these united states. The states agreed to
give certain powers to the national
government, thus forming “a more perfect
union.” The new national (federal) government
was given the power to: (1) Regulate trade
between the states, (2) Conduct foreign affairs,
(3) Print and coin money, (4) Set up a postal
service, and (5) Build an army and navy.

Even though the states were willing to give
up these powers, they kept important powers
for themselves. The Tenth Amendment to the
Constitution provided that “The powers not
delegated (given) to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to (set aside for) the states
respectively, or to the people.” By interpretation
the Constitution allows our states considerable
power to govern the people living within their
borders. Although the states share the powers
of government with the national government,
the states maintain important governmental
power. State governments provide many
important services to the people because they
are physically closer to them.

Reserved powers. Many of the
responsibilities of our states parallel those of
the federal government. In the study of these
responsibilities, they will be referred to as
powers. The first one is reserved powers.

These powers permit state governments to
pass laws that promote the welfare of their
citizens. The state is responsible for our
system of elections. They (states) decide the
qualifications for voting in elections and set up
the methods for conducting all local and
national elections.

Education is another important function of
state government. It establishes and maintains
schools. States also authorize communities to
establish local public schools. Education is not
excluded from the federal government. It gives
aid and advice, but the states have the power to
decide what kind of schools they will have as
long as they do not conflict with the
constitution and laws of the federal
government.

City, town, township, and county
governments are also established by state
governments. The constitution of each state
describes how these governments are to be
organized and the powers they have. In other
words, local governments get their power from
state government. The local governments also
help to enforce state laws and to implement
state programs.

Other reserved powers belonging to states
concern laws regarding marriage and divorce,
traffic laws, speed limits, and highway safety.
Perhaps you could think of others!

Concurrent powers. The powers shared
with the federal government are called
concurrent powers. Although the federal
government was granted certain powers in the
Constitution, it does not mean that state
governments do not have some of these same
powers. Unless forbidden to the states by the
United States Constitution, these powers may be
exercised by our state governments. The most
dreaded concurrent power is the power of
taxation. Both the federal and state governments
have this power. Many kinds of taxes are
collected by the federal government. Our states
also collect various taxes. These taxes include
gasoline, alcoholic beverage, cigarette, real
estate, income, and personal property tax. The
money from these taxes is used to pay for
education, health, safety programs, highways,
and many other activities of our state
government.

Another well-known way in which the
powers are shared by both state and national
governments is that of the national guard (state
militia). The Congress of 1792 authorized each
state to set up a state militia to defend the
state. It consisted of citizen volunteers who
trained in their spare time and were called up
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