
3 Costly Mistakes Teen Drivers Make - 
that parents can prevent!

    

    "When your kids 
     get the car keys, 
     they control the 
     financial destiny 
     of the entire  
     family." 
        -Mike Pehl
         DriveSafeRideSafe
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The sticker price on this mistake for 
American teens is different in each state, 
but if your teenager gets caught with too 
many friends in the car, it will cost you. 

Driving with too many passengers is a 
GDL violation. All 50 states in America 
have GDL (graduated drivers licensing) restrictions for teenage drivers. 
These laws set limits based on the age and driving experience of the teenager.

In Minnesota the fine for this GDL violation is $125 per passenger, which can 
easily add up to $625 for a teen driving a mini-van. On top of that, a misdemeanor 
conviction could add another $1,000 and/or 90 days in jail.

This math will matter to your teen!  Driver's ed programs teach about the rules of 
GDL, but not necessarily the costs. 

Putting a dollar value on violating GDL can get the attention of your teen, 
and give them a good “excuse” in peer-pressure situations. 

Prices are tangible. It's a lot easier for your teen to tell a friend "Sorry, giving you a 
ride isn't worth the $1,600 risk" ... than to say "Sorry, my parents say it's against 
the rules."

Extra teenage passengers also increase the odds of car crashes.  Of course, 
those costs are not just calculated in dollars. Preventing unnecessary cost in lives, 
pain & suffering is the purpose behind DriveSafeRideSafe, and the reason for our 
passion to create “Smarter Drivers, Safer Roads.”

          Mistake #1: 
                      Too many passengers
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This can cost you at least five different ways.

            
            A first-offense ticket for an unbuckled 
            rider has a price tag as high as $250.

            Not buckling up costs you statistically. 
            When you fasten your seat belt, you 
            drastically reduce your chances of being seriously injured or killed  
            in a car crash.

            An unbuckled rider is a huge risk to EVERYONE in the car. When
            crashes happen, people who aren’t restrained by a seat belt fly through the      
            air inside the car and violently smash against the objects in that space.

Unbuckled riders hit the other passengers with incredible force. 

Just a box of kleenex at 45 mph has the power of a five pound bowling ball! 
Imagine the impact of a human body.

Make sure your son or daughter realizes if they’re in a car that crashes with 
several people wearing seat belts, but one friend who’s not buckled ... the body of 
the unbuckled person can easily kill the rest of them.

Explaining that fact can convince your teen and their friends to buckle up.

          Mistake #2: 
                      Unbuckled Riders
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            Unrestrained passengers also hit the windshield,
            which adds another level of risk.

As Mike Pehl explains 
in our DVD for classrooms
called  “Scenes from the 
Salvage Yard”: 

“The windshield is the 
roll bar of your car.” 

When the glass shatters or 
even cracks, the structural
integrity of the entire vehicle
is compromised. 

Damaged glass makes it
easier for the roof of a car to collapse and crush the occupants of a vehicle.

Especially in the case of a rollover, passengers are much 
safer in a car with an intact windshield.

          Mistake #2: 
                      Unbuckled Riders
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(continued)

Our solutions begin on page 7!



            Unbuckled passengers who aren’t family members, but get hurt 
            in your car ... can sue you.

Most families do not have enough car insurance to survive a lawsuit involving 
serious injuries. Medical costs for emergency treatment, surgery and rehabilitation 
can easily add up to millions of dollars.

If you are legally responsible for those medical costs, insurance pays first, but your 
assets and your salary are the next sources. The courts have the power to garnish 
money from your paycheck until the full amount, plus interest, has been paid. For 
many families, that would create a financial catastrophe.

Preventing this mistake started when your kids were young, if you taught them to 
always fasten their seat belt. But if you’re part of the 15% of adults who do NOT 
always buckle up, then it’s time to have a serious talk with your teen, and establish 
a new habit for your whole family.

Choosing not to buckle means doubling your
chances of being seriously injured or killed 
if you’re in a car crash. 

Make sure your kids understand the reality of 
those odds, and also the physical and financial 
risks we’ve already explained.

Knowing the details about real pain, and real economic hardship, can be enough to 
persuade your teen to avoid making this costly mistake.

          Mistake #2: 
                      Unbuckled Riders
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(continued)



Every day American parents 
let their children get into cars 
driven by friends ... without 
knowing the skill level of that 
other teenage driver!

Blind faith that someone 
else’s teen is a competent 
driver is a mistake you 
should not make.

Too many grieving parents 
have learned that tragic lesson.

Mike Pehl explains this issue
very bluntly: 

"Your kid has a better chance of dying in a car as a rider than as a driver." 

Don’t assume someone else's child is capable of driving safely. It’s a mistake that 
can cost you the health, or even the life, of your own son or daughter.

          Mistake #3: 
                      The wrong driver
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Keep reading to learn three 
solutions from DriveSafeRideSafe.



Good driver's education is important, but it's only the beginning. 

Lots of smart driving practice with parents, (using proven 
techniques) before getting a license is the best way to make your 
child a truly safe, competent driver. 

Recognize the fact that knowing how to drive yourself, is also not the 
same as knowing good methods to teach a young driver.

Learn how to train your own teenage driver well, and enjoy that 
time together!
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Solution Train your own teenage 
driver well!



Don't ever let your own teen get into a car driven by another teen 
without doing your own "road test" of that driver.

Instead, get into the passenger seat yourself and take the time to 
evaluate that other driver's ability behind the wheel. 

Even a quick five-minute trip can tell you if that teen is someone 
who just "lucked out" when they passed their road test. 

You should also quiz them on defensive driving strategies. For example, 
ask what they would do if an oncoming car crossed the center line.
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Solution Do your own road test with 
other teenage drivers!



Make sure your teen knows the importance of “riding safe.”

Your son or daughter should always have the attitude of 
co-pilot, instead of passenger. 

They should always be paying attention to the traffic, and ready 
to alert the driver if they notice something dangerous like a car 
running a red light.
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Solution Teach your teen how to
“ride safe!”



It’s also very important to tell your teen to get out of any car 
that isn’t being driven responsibly! 

Promise them you’ll always support that choice and pick them 
up without complaint, no matter what time of day or night. 

An inconvenient phone call from your teen needing a ride, is 
much less painful than a phone call from the hospital.
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Solution Teach your teen how to
“ride safe!” (continued)



Your teen also needs to realize that sometimes, a request to  “let me out of 
this car!” can actually provoke a risk-taking adolescent to even more extreme 
behavior. 

The reaction from an immature driver can be: “Oh, you’re scared? I’ll bet 
I can scare you even worse!”

Mike Pehl teaches this very effective solution to all his students:

“I’m going to throw up...” is a magic sentence that will bring 
any car to a screeching halt. 

Make sure your own teenager knows this secret weapon to escape an 
unsafe car. It’s much easier to survive some teasing, than a car crash.
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Solution Teach your teen how to
“ride safe!” (continued)



 Imagine if your teen finished eating breakfast, 
 grabbed the car keys and said this: 
 ”Bye, mom and dad. When I come home 
 later today I will have paralyzed my 
 friend and cost you ten million dollars...” 
 -Mike Pehl

 DriveSafeRideSafe doesn’t want your family to 
 experience that kind of personal financial tragedy. 
 
 Based on Mike Pehl’s unique career experience as an insurance agent, crash  
 investigator and expert driving instructor, our resources promote the goal of: 
 “Smarter Drivers, Safer Roads.”

 “Roadworthy” is our signature product for parents of teenage drivers. This DVD 
  costs only $25 and includes defensive driving information your teenager may 
  never have been taught. 

  Please visit our website:  www.DriveSafeRideSafe.com
  for more essential information to keep your family safe on the road.
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We’re proud to create resources that support the work of 
driving safety advocates, educators, and dedicated 
parents of teenage drivers.

Let us know if an organization in your area would like to 
use this DVD as a fundraiser, so more teen drivers in your 
community can be “Roadworthy.”

“3 Costly Mistakes Teen Drivers Make - that parents can prevent”   © 2014 DriveSafeRideSafe

  Get your DVD today!          www.DriveSafeRideSafe.com

“We’ve always stressed how important it is that we all 
work together to put the safest teen driver possible on the 
road. I’ve told many a parent you don’t invest 16 years 
into your child to have it wiped out by a wrong decision.”    
- Mary Madden (Range Driver Training)

“I wish I’d had this when I was teaching my kids to drive!” 
- Bill C (Driving Safety Executive)

“Our 16 year old Hannah was reluctant to watch the video 
at first. She’s a typical teenager who knows it all. Well, it’s 
amazing what she picked up when we thought she wasn’t 
paying attention. We are amazed at the change and feel 
much more confident in her driving. I recommend parents 
make their teens watch this video. It may save their life.”    
- Bill L (Tulsa, OK)

“Very valuable information! This video gave me a real 
sense of security and plan of action when getting in the 
car with my new driver. I learned several things about 
driving for myself, as well. Knowing how to drive is not 
enough when it comes to teaching someone else!”   
- Julie S (Mother of 3 accident free teens)

“Every home with young drivers can benefit from this knowledge. Or better said, everyone who 
drives, regardless of age, can benefit from watching this video. We can all use a refresher course on 
Mike’s wise counsel - especially those who are just taking on the road. And I say this with a lot of 
conviction as I lost my son to a car crash at age 16.” 
- Julie Garner, Founder - Project Yellow Light
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Thanks for your 
interest in saving lives 
of teen drivers, 
teenage passengers 
and all of us who share 
the roads!
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Sincerely,

Mike, Jayne & Kelly


